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Sherif Feisal, a living embodiment of the inde-
pendence of the Arabs. The principle of Arab
independence had been recognised., so far as Damas-
cus was concerned,, by the French Government
equally with the British; but so long as operations
were in progress, and indeed until peace was con-
cluded, full responsibility must rest with the military
commander. General Allenby had therefore to
decide to what extent Arab independence in
Damascus could be reconciled with military control,
and the existence of the organised Sherifian force
which had contributed so signally to his victory
made it possible for him to hand over the civil
administration in a way which would have been out
of the question at Baghdad.
I was in the Victoria Hotel on the morning of the
3rd October, when a small fleet of motor-cars
suddenly drove up, and the Commander-in- Chief
himself appeared on a flying visit to General
Chauvel, the commander of the Desert Mounted
Corps. Almost at the same moment I heard that
Feisal had arrived at Qadam and was on the point
of making a triumphal entry into Damascus. I
thought General Allenby should know this, and
burst in upon him with the news. " Tell him to
come and see me at once," said he. I explained
that there might be some difficulty about this, as
Feisal was due in half an hour at the Municipality,
where all the notables of Damascus were gathered
to receive him. But General Allenby was in a
hurry, and could not wait for Arab receptions, so I
asked for a car, and was given a huge red Mercedes,
which I believe had been taken at Liman von
Sanders's headquarters at Nazareth.
I drove off at full speed and met Feisal riding in